We must take good care of our thought processes
and souls, while there is still life in us. We
are to love the Lord of all our soul and
might. Deut. 6:5; Matt. 22:37.

In His love, God is sending messages of
grace to this dying world. Rev. 14:6-12.
The Bible clearly says that God is in o
control of both the living and the dead. s
The dead will remain in their graves, until Jesus calls
them forth on His return, when He will be visible in
the clouds of heaven. Then, those who have died in
the faith on Christ shall rise to meet Him (I Thess.
4:13-18). God’s children will be resurrected from their
tombs, to live forever with God.

Jesus will come very soon
- He wants to be with us.

This was written by a Seventh-day Adventist. Here is an over-
view of the Scriptures used, as well as some additional ones.
The following should be studied: Genesis 3:1-4; Ecclesiastes
12:7; 9:5-6, 10; John 11:39-44; Acts 2:23-35; | Corinthians
15:51-54; | Timothy 6:15-16; | Thessalonians 4:13-18; He-
brews 9:27.
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The dead know not any thing

Ecclesiastes 9:5

The Bible and the Christian religi-
on teach that the dead do not know
anything, they feel nothing! A living
human being consists of body, soul
and spirit, and these are tied to-
gether. When a person dies, all that
is left is a corpse, the spirit having
returned to God, who gave it. Ecclesiastes 12:7. As
humans, we were created by God, as it is stated in Ge-
nesis 2:7. Man “was made a living soul”, as Paul so
nicely states this in 1 Corinthians 15:45.

At creation, God breathed the breath of
life into human being (Genesis 2:7).
Then, the human being’s blood started
pulsating throughout the body — and thus
also into the brain. When the brain recei-
ves oxygen, a man can start thinking.
When the brain no longer gets any oxy-
gen — at death — one is no longer able to
think. Thus, one is no more a spirit and a soul — and
his the body remains in the grave until the morning of
the resurrection. A man knows and noti-
ces nothing while in the grave.

Jesus said of the little girl, “She is not
dead, but sleepeth.” Luke 8:52. Death is
like a sleep, and we are aware of nothing
in sleep. Then, there occured a miracle.
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To understand our condition in death, you need to know
about the creation of mankind, the fall into sin and the
plan of redemption. All this is described in the first few
chapters of the Bible.

The Arab Job, after whom a book is called
in the Bible, was looking forward to the
Great Day of the Lord. In Job 19:25-27 he
tells of his longing for that day, no matter if
he dies!

However, down through the ages there has been a con-
flict between correct and wrong. There has been a dispu-
te over the nature and destiny of man. Pagan teaching
the migration of souls has been pitted against the tea-
ching of Scripture. Le Roy Edwin Froom has sketched
this conflict thus:
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Froom’s book is entitled “The Conditiona-
list Faith of Our Fathers”. There is a link to
T it at books.ephphatha.dk — there you can
see a full size version of his time line. The
monotheistic or condiotionalistic view on
of soul, spirit and body is compared to the
incorrect dualistic view.
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The separation of body and soul stems comes from
Greek philosophy and not from the Bible. Paul, howe-
ver, points in his text to “And so it is written.” | Co-
rinthians 15:45.

In Luke 16:23, Jesus uses symbolic lan-
guage when addressing the Pharisees, in
discussing the kingdom of death: “And in
hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments,
and seeth Abraham afar off.” The Phari-
sees had a distorted view of death, but in :
this connection Jesus did not wish to speak |
of man’s condition in death. When Jesus
mentioned Lazarus and the rich man, it was to indicate
his estimation of them. “Although Lazarus was in so
deplorable and mean a condition, he had true faith, true
moral worth, which God saw, and which He considered
of so great value . . . ., while the honored and ease-
loving man of wealth was thrust out from the presence of
God.” Testimonies 1:540

Also during the Middle Ages, those in po-
wer endeavoured to introduce the idea of
reincarnation: “Through the two great er-
rors, the immortality of the soul and Sun-
.| day sacredness, Satan will bring the

people under his deceptions. While the
former lays the foundation of spiritualism, the latter
creates a bond of sympathy with Rome.” — The Great
Controversy p 588

You should not show horror movies to
children. Else, they will become afraid
and unable to understand Jesus. (e
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